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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To precisely detect the flaws, transparent and 
semitransparent foreign matters of transparent film such 
as the phase shift layer of a phase shift photomask. 

CONSTITUTION: As for the method and the device for 
inspecting the photomask 1, the photomask 1 is 
transmitted and illuminated. Then, it is inspected by 
using together of the images which are pattern images 
obtained by enlarging and image-forming a pattern on the 
photomask 1 , a focused image, and the images which are 
a little defocused in a front and rear focusing 
direction within the range several times as wide as the 
depth of focus. Or it is inspected by using together two 
defocused images which are a little defocused in the 
front focusing direction and the rear focusing direction 
except the first focused image. 
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